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Case 2542 

trapeziidae Miers, 1886 (Crustacea, Brachyura) and trapeziidae 
Lamy, 1920 (Mollusca, Bivalvia): proposal to remove homonymy 

G. J. Morgan 

Western Australia Museum , Francis Street, Perth, Western Australia 6000 


Abstract. The purpose of this application is to remove the homonymy between the two 
families trapeziidae Miers, 1886 (Crustacea) and trapeziidae Lamy, 1920 (Mollusca) 
by ruling that the stem of the molluscan generic name Trapezium Megerle von 
Muhlfeld, 1811 isTRAPEZ-. 


1. In 1886 Miers (p. 163) erected the brachyuran subfamily trapeziinae within 
the family cancridae Dana, 1852. The type genus is Trapezia Latreille, 1825. 
Ortmann (1893, p. 481) elevated the subfamily to family rank with the name 
trapeziidae. 

2. In 1920 Lamy (p. 265) erected the bivalve mollusc family trapeziidae based on 
the type genus Trapezium Megerle von Muhlfeld, 1811. 

3. This case of homonymy is referred to the Commission for a ruling under 
Art. 55. Both family-group names are correctly derived as specified by Art. 1 If & 29 
of the Code. It is requested here that the brachyuran family name be conserved on 
the basis of its priority and its greater number of extant genera (seven as opposed to 
three). 

4. It is suggested that the spelling of the molluscan family name be altered to 
avoid the homonymy. The use of trapez- as the stem of Trapezium will result in the 
molluscan family name trapezidae. 

5. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to rule that the stem of the generic name Trapezium 

Megerle von Muhlfeld, 1811 for the purposes of Art. 29 isTRAPEZ-; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the following names: 

(a) Trapezia Latreille, 1825 (Crustacea), (gender: feminine), type species 
Trapezia ferruginea Latreille, 1825, by original designation; 

(b) Trapezium Megerle von Muhlfeld, 1811 (Mollusca), (gender: neuter), 
type species Trapezium perfectum Megerle von Muhlfeld, 1811 (= Chama 
obfonga Linnaeus, 1758) by subsequent designation (Stewart, 1930); 

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the following names: 

(a) ferruginea Latreille, 1825, as published in the binomen Trapezia ferruginea 
(specific name of the type species of Trapezia Latreille, 1825); 

(b) oblonga Linnaeus, 1758, as published in the binomen Chama oblonga ( = 
Trapezium perfectum Megerle von Muhlfeld, 1811), (specific name of the 
type species of Trapezium Megerle von Muhlfeld, 1811); 
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(4) to place on the Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology the following 
names: 

(a) trapeziidae Miers, 1886, type genus Trapezia Latreille, 1825 (Crustacea); 

(b) trapezidae Lamy, 1920, type genus Trapezium Megerle von Miihlfeld, 1811 
(Mollusca) as emended by (1) above. 
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